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GENERAL SUMMARY -

In the studies on reading in 1966, Such trends as

the following 'were notable.

A. Reading Instruction :

The disagreement on methods of teaching readi-
ng comprehension was as strong as it was last year,
but the accent was on comparative study by way of
practical teaching rather than on theoretical argument.
According t> many reports, viewpoints on the teach-
ing process were divided roughly into two classes :
‘“‘single reading synthesism’” and ‘‘the three steps
system.”” A conclusion has not been attained as yet.

Single reading synthesism insists that it is unne-
cessary to read through the material at first. This
idea‘-wa.s the result of analyzing differences of opinion
about what actually determined the teaching process:
Does the sentence itself determine the teaching proc-
ess? Or, is it the pupil as a reader? Or, is it the inter-
action of both? However, another problem. was that,
for literary material and for descriptive material, the
teaching process might be different.

While “‘the basic teaching process’’ school argued
that there is only one fundamental teaching process
regardless of the subject, and it must be followed.
A total of 77 reports covering all viewpoints were

published.

B. Reading Guidance :

There was great progress in the educational field
of ieading, both in theory and in practice, last yesr.
In our country, there had been a strict distinction
between the sphere of study on reading comprehen-

sion, including the teaching of basic reading skills,

and the sphere of extra-cursicular reading guidance.
But, these was some discussion on the essential
relation of these, which showed a tendency toward
the integration of both into the currecular reading
instruction. Some magazines, i. e. ““School Library”
“Child Psychology”, and “P.actical Reading”, included
special a:ticles on these problem, among which im-
portant opinions and experimental reports appeared.

Also, not a few reports on practical compiehen-
sive plans and evaluations of the reading guidance
program which aims at moral education were publis-
bed by primary and secondary schools. These were
quite noteworthy.

Handy guide books on reading guidance for
teachers and parents were printed. Some of them
included useful bibliographies but as yet a complete
bibliography has not been published.

For the advance of bibliotherapy, the J. S. S. R.
published the first guide book in Japan. With its
appearance case studies have become more active

in general.
C. Sociological Survey :

Five reading surveys were taken.

1. A survey on the adult population which has
been taken annually by the Mainichi Press since 1947.
This year about 7,000 men and women above 16
years of age were checked as a cross section of the
nation. Data was coxhpiled on % of readers in the
population ; their favorite books and authors; their
motives in buying books and magazines and total
purchased ; and time spent on the receiving end of

society’s mass-communication media.



2. A survey of youngsters : This has been carried
out by the Mainichi Press since 1954. Data was on
the reading tendencies of boys and girls fr;)m primary
school through high school, the reasons why non-
readres had never read, the time spent on reading
each day, etc.

3. A survey of rural areas: This has taken bsr
the Ienohikari Association since 1944. Data was on
the ratio of those who read books, magazines, and
newspapers to those who did not read, titles of the
" books most read; the means.of. a.cquisition, etc.

4. A survey of pupils in Tokyo : This has been
taken l_)y the Institute for the Study of Publication,
Tohan, every other year since 1958. Data was almost
the same as that of (2).

5. A survey of bookstore customers: This has
been taken by the Asahi Press since 1954. Information
was gathered on the popularity of certain novels, the

type of customers relative to publishers, etc.
D. Psychological Studies :

Several studies were concerning reading abilities.
S. Fukuzawa analzed tha traits of poor readers, and
found that their intelligence was not always lower

than that of good readers. Y. Satd studied the devel-

TMHERF OB

opment of Braille reading by blind children. Remar-

- kable progress was seen in grades 1 to 4, but

their pace was 3 or 4 times slower than those who
could see. A. Okada experimentally proved that
speed reading trainning given twice a week for eight
weeks greatly eﬁhanced the reader’s speed and
flexibility. '

A reading test for middle school students was
made by S. Muraishi and Y Sato. Another test for
Braille reading of the blind was standardiéed by Y.
Satd. .

I. Sakamoto, surveying pupii's interest in recent
magazine comics, reported that it was different
depending on age, se?c, and locality.

N. Kimura related that reading during adolesce-

nce strongly influences the formation of people’s

views of life. S. Okami’s report was about the proc-
ess of bibliotherapy which he successfully us;ed in
treating ‘a juvenile delinquent who had committed
rape and blackmail. I. Sakamoto and T. Murofushi
wrote “Bibliotherapy’’, as a guide book for counc-
eling teachers. T. Sakamoto studied the size and
épacing of type relative to readability. Studies on the
readable conditions of numerals, by H. Ishihara, and

of Chinese characters, by Y. Kawai, were also made.
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GENERAL SUMMARY

1. Publishg world in Japan

The general condition of the publishing world
was a prosperous cne last year. The number of issues
incréased by 2195 above the preceding year in books,
8 % in monthly magazines, and 14% in weeklies.
Gross sales were estimated at ¥ 248 billion, a 21%
increase.

(1) Books : Serial publications, including encycl-
opedias, were planned in various fields and sold well,
although expensive. Many best-sellers came from
among paperbacks. Ganerally, there was a tendency
toward non-fiction and classics. More precisely, themes
refering to the new approach to Japanese and world
history, criticism of past and present wars, and the
theory of life based upon these were highlighted.
The fields of sociology and economics also sold well.
Books dealing with travel and leisure time are on the
upsurge.

(2) Magazines : Literary magazines and those for
children, adolescents, and women, accounted for 60%
of all monthly magazines like last year. Some of them
increased their size, used more color, and showed
specialization for professional readers. A new Play
boy-type of magazine for young men made its appe-
arance and some of these were accused of being

vulgar.

2. Reading materials for Juveniles

(1) Books : Juvenile publications represented 9.8
% of the total books published in 1966, and totalled
2,398 different works. This ratio is almést equal to
the year before. Literary works made up 652 of this
total, followed by history, geography and biography
(13%), fine arts and comics (7 %), and natural
sciences (6 %).

Literature progiessed both in quality. Among
newly-written ones, there were still r.nany war stories,
in which children’s sacrifices due to wars caused by
adults were often the theme. Other good stories disc-
ussing cHildren's ways of life were also written.
Besides translations from foreign classics, there
appeared the tendency of introducing new works from
abroad.

We regret that non-fiction works, particularly in
the natural science field, were falling off year by
year.

(2) Magazines : There are about 50 Juvenile
magazines in Japan, almost all of which include
comics, whose characters have gained popularity on
television. In other comics, war heroes and invisible
men, that had been i)opular before, decreased in
popularity, while action stories about criminals and
detectives increased. Monsters are on their way out
as they have become stereotyped. In comics for girls,
the main themes are on terror and distorted love,

against which Japanese feel strongly.
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Summary

The main purpose of the reading movement
managed by public libraries is to widen the stratum
of users. There are quite .a few regions that have
no public library at all, so many people are not able
to benefit from library services. Therefore, our direct
aims are to bring services to such areas and gain
wider use of libraries by those within the present
service areas.

The total number of public library-card holders
in 1966 was about one million, including 220 thous;nd
using book mobiles. This is only 1% of population
——too small indeed! A total of about 1,033 million
copies were loaned out, which is 10 copies per indi-
vidual a year. Registered rural-reading groups totalled

32 thousand. For the sake of these groups, we end-

eavoured to secure as many book stations as possible,
to offer suitable books, and to organize users by
means of local reading circles or meetings. Everywhere
the most important problem was the finding and
instructing of group leaders.

In order.to improve reading interests, recomme-
nded reading lists and book reports were furnished.
Increasing the number of books in circulation is the
most pressing problem. Though the money spent on
books increases yearly, prices ,rise so fast that the
number of new copies per year dose not increase.
This creats a drawback in increasing the number

of readers.
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