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The Science of Reading, Vol. 42, No. 2 (1998)
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* The effect of reading books on a prosocial attitude.
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BE1 (NAPTOHAMEEZEORE) =F (1,117)
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SeEniys | VES 18 40.72 = [YES 18 10.61 =
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FRVAEVFICERT, BhR)OEFLIAEICEY
Enza,

61z, @MY OHEIEKIFEL L)L, THOBE
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7z [F (4,111) =3.47, p<.05]o LSD#IC L 24 &
HBOKE, BEALHET ] (N=15 FH=

Ha2%k E2%

51.67) & [16~30%] (N =44, F 3#=45.07) - [31~
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SUMMARY

These days it appears that there is a growing tendency
that children do not read books, and at the same time, it is
said that the lack of a prosocial attitude has come to be a
psychological feature of these children. Although some re-
search on reading books may superficially suggest that chil-
dren who read books tend to have a prosocial attitude, there
is not much research that empirically demonstrates a rela-
tionship between a prosocial attitude and reading books. The
purpose of this research was to test the hypothesis that chil-
dren who read books have a prosocial attitude. The study
examined the relationship between a prosocial attitude and
variables related to reading such as personal attributes, the
reading environment, liking or disliking reading, and the
number and kinds of books read. Another purpose of this re-
search was to identify the mechanism by which reading
books influences children’s prosocial attitude, by investigat-
ing whether some effect from reading books will be ob-
tained from identification, catharsis, and self—insight.

A survey was conducted with 121 elementary—school
children as subjects (61 boys and 60 girls) in July 1997. The

survey consisted of the 20 items in The Prosocial Behavior

Scale for Children (Sato, 1985), 6items in a moral di-
lemma questionnaire, and a questionnaire on reading books.
The results of this study were as follows. Gender ap-
pears to affect the likelihood of a prosocial attitude and
reading habits. Girls showed a significantly more prosocial
attitude than boys. Additionally, girls had read significantly
more books on the book list of 60 books mentioned in the
questionnaire than boys. The analysis of variance shows that
those children a) who like reading books, b) whose father,
mother, sisters, brothers, teachers and friends are more fond
of reading books, c) who spend more of their time reading
books, and d) who read more books per month significantly
tend to have a more prosocial attitude. These results empiri-
cally support the hypothesis that children who read books
have a prosocial attitude. Furthermore, an analysis of the
feeling children have when they are impressed by reading
books suggested that both feeling based on reactive empathy,
one dimension of identification, which focuses on others,

and feeling based on insight about others are shown to be

related to a prosocial attitude.
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SUMMARY

The main purpose of this study was to test the priming ef-
fect on the Hiragana reading of lower—grade elementary school
children. The effect on target reading using a tachistoscope that
presented the context directly before the introduction of a Hira-
gana vocabulary target was observed. The test conditions were a
presentation with no context (Condition 1), another presenta-
tion with a context and target having consistency (Condition 2),
and a third presentation with a context but target not having
consistency (Condition 3). Time intervals in the target presen-
tation were set as 20ms, 80ms, and 140ms. It was found that
the correct-answer percentage tended to increase along with age

and with an increase in presentation—time interval under Condi-

tion 1 . This suggests that reading ability will expand with
age. Also, through vocabulary comparisons, it was found that
the correct—answer percentage under Condition 2 tended to in-
crease while the percentage had an even greater decrease under
Condition 3. These results confirm that the priming effect can
have a positive stimulus toward promoting reading effectiveness
with context in consistency but will have a restraining influence
with the context not being consistent. Before recommendations
on the application of the priming effect can be made, it will be
necessary to collect more detailed data in order to determine the
factors that promote the various processes and are responsible

for changes that occur during children’s development.
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SUMMARY

In the use of narratology in the study of stories as is an important problem with this designation ; There are

teaching materials, the category free indirect speech has many indications that are used to categorize sentences into

been increasing in significance. There are several arbitrary narrative types, and the choice of indicators has a deep rela-

applications for this category in various studies of stories. tion to readers’ interpretations. These categories may be ap-

In this paper, several sentences from the short story plied as the basis of interpretations when exchanging them

Gongitsune by Niimi Nankichi that had been designated as but not as grounds for justifying one’ s own interpretation.

free indirect speech were analyzed. It was argued that there
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to show how a dialogue
after reading a literary work took place. The study was con-
ducted using conversation analysis based on linguistics and
a reader—response—theoretic analysis of their written impres-
sions of that work. Little has been studied on actual dia-
logues students have about their reading.

The following approach was adopted in this study:

1. The story “Badjer’s Parting Gifts” by Susan Varkley
was given to two seventhgrade girls.

2. They were asked to read it at once and write their first
impressions of it.

3. They were allowed to take the book home so they
could read it again whenever they wanted. They were
asked to meet one week later to talk about the story
with each other.

4 . Their impressions were analyzed and an interview with

them together was conducted followed by a conversa-

tion analysis.

Further, an attempt was made to clarify how their first
impressions influenced the dialogue and how the two girls
changed their understanding of the story.

The dialogue took 25 minutes and contained 460 utter-
ances. A difference was found in the role that each girl took
in the dialogue.

As a result, the following conclusions were drawn:

1. The topic of a dialogue determines the content.

2. The content, however, reflects the lives of the partici-
pants and their first impressions.

3. First impressions should be taken into consideration in

future studies when deciding on the participants in a

dialogue.
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